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NEWS ANALYSIS - POLICY VALUES[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Note. “News Analysis - Policy Values,” by Shirley Zimmerman. Reprinted with permission.] 

by Shirley Zimmerman
University of Minnesota

For the next three class sessions, students will break into groups to analyze a news article that deals with some policy issue related to some problem that families experience in relation to society, using the policy framework(s) featured for each class session to frame their analysis, They should be prepared to discuss:
· The problem or issue or situation on which the article focuses
· The policy or proposed policy that addresses the issue
· The relevance of the featured policy framework for understanding the way the problem is being addressed, using the concepts associated with the framework and giving illustrations drawn from the article
(Students will have to adapt group assignments to the news articles that will be provided.)
One student will chair the discussion, another will record it, and another will observe group processes re: participation and climate. Summaries of group discussions will be turned in at end of class, signed by each group member.
In addition to the usual group assignment, groups also will discuss which policy framework might best apply to the situation presented in the assigned news article and why it might or might not be as good as the ones featured for today. 


