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Policy Project (worth 100 points; 22% of grade) 
Possible Topics for either project – see instructor for other project ideas:

1. work and family 
2. elderly care 
3. homelessness 
4. teen pregnancy 
5. mental illness 
6. juvenile justice 
7. health care 
8. domestic violence 
9. gambling 
10. poverty 
11. homosexual rights 
12. special education 
13. childcare 
14. defining marriage 
15. war and the family 


Choose one of the following two options: 
a. (Option 1) Policy Paper.1, 2, 3, 4 (you can work in small groups of 3-4 persons). Your paper should be approximately 6-8 typewritten, double-spaced pages. You are required to use 8 professional references (academic books, academic research journals, news articles such as Newsweek, Time, U.S. News & World Report [no Reader’s Digest], approved websites), citing in-text appropriately and handing in a Reference List in APA format (10 points). Use the following as a guide for your paper: 
i. Introduction: (10 points) 
1. present the issue or problem. 
2. a discussion of the seriousness of the issue the policy addresses, why it is important to address, how does it relate to or affect children, youth, or families, NEED REFERENCES IN THIS SECTION 
3. a brief statement about current interest by media/legislators or citizens 
ii. Discuss any controversy that surrounds the issue, especially the conservative and liberal views. Present the arguments (pro and con) about the problem, NEED REFERENCES THIS SECTION. Then explain your own position(s) on the issue. What do you think is correct, right, or should be done? (10 points) 
iii. What are the current policies, programs, and laws that are now in place to deal with the problem or issue? Consider liberal and conservative solutions. Are the current policies/programs working? Why or why not? Are they effective in dealing with the problem? NEED REFERENCES THIS SECTION (15 points) 
iv. What could be done to improve upon the policies, programs or laws? Consider all solutions (15 points) NEED REFERENCES
v. Conclusion: What role can you play as family professional? What can be done to influence or advocate for changes? (10 points) 
Grading of Paper (rubric will be provided later) 
1. Outline (including at least 4 resources – 20 
2. Format – APA – 10 
3. Introduction – 10 
4. Body of Paper – 40 
5. Conclusion – 10  
6. Writing Style – 10 

