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Students are expected to stay current with seminar readings and actively participate in seminar discussions. They also are expected to search out research articles in their area of interest in preparation for the research proposal they will develop and present as part of seminar requirements.

Student research proposals should: 
· Ask a research question about a policy issue that relates to families and that is of special interest to them
· State the significance of the issue or problem by briefly reviewing its history, and theoretical and practical relevance for families and policy
· State the assumptions underlying their research question
· State and discuss the theoretical framework that will guide their research and how it relates to
· The policy issue under investigation
· Operationalize the variables they will be using from the conceptual framework they have chosen, i.e., the real world referents of these variables
· Delineate the methods that would best provide the information they need to obtain to answer their research question
· State the evidence that would be needed to support their research hypothesis(es)
· State the conclusions to be drawn from such evidence based on the conceptual framework they are using
· State the implications of such evidence in both family and policy terms
· State the audiences for whom the findings are most applicable and why

An alternative assignment could be the preparation of a set of abstracts of family policy research studies appearing in one of the major family journals for the past 15 years or so (there are not that many). This could be a group project. To be further discussed further in class.
