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CULTURE CLASH[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Note. “Culture Clash,” by Steven Wisensale. Reprinted with permission.] 

by Steven Wisensale
University of Connecticut

Assume that you and your friends decide to spend the day in New York City. You arrive by train around 12:00 noon and head for a restaurant that was recommended by a friend. Just as you are approaching the restaurant, you notice that there is a baby carriage containing an infant parked on the sidewalk in front of the restaurant. It appears that the infant is unattended. Upon entering the restaurant, you notice two things in particular. One, the place is packed but there is a table left for you and your friends. And two, from inside the restaurant (although there are a few windows), the baby carriage is no longer visible.

QUESTIONS
· Are you at all concerned about the unattended infant? Or, is it someone else’s concern?
· If you are concerned, what would you do (if anything)? Tell the manager of the restaurant? Call the police? Shout out loud across the restaurant, stating that there is someone’s baby outside unattended and asking if they know whose baby it is?
· Would you assume the parents are eating or working in the restaurant? Would that affect your actions?
· If the parents are in the restaurant and they identify themselves, what would you do or say (if anything) to them?
· Would you view the parent’s or parents’ action here as an example of child neglect? Child abuse? Both child neglect and abuse? Or neither, because it is nobody’s business to begin with except the parents. If you feel strongly that the parents are neglectful or abusive, what would you recommend be done to them?

TEACHING NOTE
This short case is based on an actual incident that took place in New York City in the mid-1990s. A Danish couple, visiting the city, were arrested and lost custody of their child for three days because the Department of Children and Families viewed them as negligent parents. However, in Denmark and other Scandinavian countries, it is quite customary for parents to leave infants and small children unattended in public. This case can be used to open a discussion of cultural differences. I use it for that purpose in my Comparative Family Policy course. Students can be asked if they know of other examples where two cultures clashed over parenting or other family-oriented issues. 

