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Constructing a Family Policy Map Based on 
Walljasper’s American Political Landscape
by Karen Bogenschneider
University of Wisconsin-Madison
(“The American Political Landscape” is by Jay Walljasper 
and was featured in the Utne Reader, November/December 1991, Issue 48.[footnoteRef:1]) [1:  Note. “The American political landscape,” by J. Walljasper, November/December 1991, Utne Reader (Ogden Publications, Inc.), 48, pp. 287-289. Minneapolis: LENS Publishing Co. Reprinted with permission.] 


Family policy, like policy in general, is often conceptualized in simplistic either/or terms—left versus right, liberal versus conservative, or progressive versus traditional. To help students grasp the diversity of values and perceptions that underlie family policy in the United States, I begin with a foldout map from the article The American Political Landscape, by Jay Walljasper. Walljasper and colleagues identify prominent political philosophies and chart their relationship to one another. The parameters of the map are formed by four axes (equality versus liberty, freedom versus order, decentralized versus centralized, and liberal versus conservative). Based on this schema, the map charts 18 prominent views such as progressive, feminist, libertarian, neo-conservative, religious right, Christian left, Marxists, and grass-roots activists. For each position, the spokespeople, publications, music, and food are specified. 
I use this map to initiate discussion on the values that underlie the debate over family policy in the United States using the following questions: 
· How else could we draw the map?
· If we were to draw a family policy map, what might the axes be?
· cultural versus structural solutions
· individualism versus familism 
· individual rights versus individual responsibility
· absolutism versus relativism
· federal versus local responses
· government policies versus civil society
Students speculate about what the axes would be if one were to construct a map of the family policy landscape. Student suggestions include equality versus prescribed roles, individual initiative versus government responsibility, self-fulfillment versus self-sacrifice, and tolerance versus conformity. The exercise underscores the diversity of values and perspectives that exist in a pluralistic society and explains, in part, the difficulty in finding middle ground on issues as personal and emotionally charged as those that constitute family policy.
Visit http://utne.com to obtain permission to reprint “The American Political Landscape.” Instructors will usually receive same-day permission.
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THE AMERICAN
POLITICAL LANDSCAPE

e Jesse Helms 4
George Bush i

AS ONE PUNDIT SARGASTICALLY NOTED, AMERICAN POLITICS SPANS THE SPECTRUM FROM A TO B.
But is that really the case? Is the United States, with its usually
indistinguishable Democrats and Republicans, so much less politi-
cally imaginative than other nations where voters can choose among
dozens of parties with distinct viewpoints? We don’t think so.

To offer a glimpse of the political diversity we find in the
alternative press, but which is rarely acknowledged in the main-
stream media, we present this foldout map of the American polit-
ical landscape. Working with University of Minnesota political
science instructors Eric Selbin and Ron Steiner, we tried to identify
the most prominent political philosophies being voiced today, and

then chart their place in relationship to one another. The result is very
different from the typical liberal-conservative axis (see above) propa-
gated by most political commentators. It wasn’t easy terrain to map,
and you should know that lengthy discussions ensued about where to
place, for example, Louis Farrakhan or the toxics movement. Even now,
the map is as imprecise as any project of this kind must be.

For the purposes of this project, we concentrated on viewpoints
rather than on demographic groups—so you’ll see anarchists, popu-
lists, feminists, and fascists featured here rather than young people,

gays, blacks, and WASPs. Look it over and figure out where you,
your parents, your kids, your boss, and the next-door neighbor fit
in—and then let us know what you think.
—Jay Walljasper
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ANARCHISTS
Kick it over, The Match,
Our Generation, Fifth Estate

I Free-fom jazz

/% Anyting solong as you don'
folow a recipe

<= Are you kidding

GREENS
Green Letter, Earth Island
Journal
JF Voices ofthe Rainforest,
anything acoustic
~ Vegetarian, with homemade
wine or beer

<=y Whales, elephants,
spotted owls

GRASS-ROOTS ACTIVISTS
Newsleter from 152
non-profit organizations

o “We Shall Overcome®

Produce fom the farmer's
market, with local
brand of beer

<= Ralph Nader, Lois Gibbs,
Jackson Browne

LIMOUSINE LIBERALS
Atiantic Monthly, Harper's
(on the coffee table), Town and
Country (on bedside table)

J Avntgardeanghing
Windham Hil
That great fitle (French,
Indonesian, Tex-Mex, place
that just opened

<= Ted Kennedy,
National Public Redio

FEMINISTS
Ms, offour backs,
On Our Backs
J Sommie it ke lang,
Salt 'n Pepa, Michigan
Women's Music Festival
It doesn't matter so long as.
the men do the dishes
=, Gloria Steinem,
Pat Schroeder &

PROGRESSIVES

ﬂ The Nation, Village Voice
World Beat, Bob Dylan
(pre-Slow Train Coming)
Naturalingredients, organically
grown, free-ranging produced
by worker-owned fims

<=V Tom Harkin,
Jim Hightower

poLITEAL PUNK o et ot
[ Maximum Rock n Rl, Love & Rage s the zines i " &
publshed by all your risnds ' Big Chill Soundirack

J° Bands you've never heard of who play real loud
/' “Who's got time to eat, the world's a mess!"

<= Jello Biafra, Noam Chomsky (honorary)

Lean Cuisine, Miler Liht,
frozen yogurt «p
g <=3: Al Gore, Ann Richards
AND RON STEINER
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L
QUITICA
PoRuNKS

T

RTH FIRST!

av GRASS-ROOTS
it ACTIVISTS

LIMOUSI!
LIBERALS

EQUALITY
MARXISTS

&.

DEMOCRAT SOCIALISTS
In These Times, anything from Sweden
JF By Bragg, Tracy Chapman, R&B oldes

o Elnic oadofapressd popl (ot more
meat and sighty erger portons)

CHRISTIAN LEFT
‘Sojourners. The Other Side,
Christianity & Crisis, National Catholic Reporter

U2, Bruce Cockbum, Ladysmith Black Mambazo
_#* Rice and beansfrom Cental Ameica

<=} Barbara Efvenreich, Eugene V. Debs <=¥ Jesse Jackson, Colman McCarthy, Jesus

LIBERTARIANS

Reason, Business Week
J° Frank Zappa, plus Jr Walker's ‘Money, thats what | want”
None of your business

= PJ. ORourke, Ayn Rand (fom that
- free market in the sky)

ILLUSTRATION BY

Newt Gingrich

NEO-CONSERVATIVES
Commentary, New York

J Classical except Wagner (to0 emotiona)

% Used o preer ehnicrestaurants bt newfound apprecaton for meat ot

com on the cob, and apple pie
«<=% Norman Podhoretz, Jeane Kirkpatrick

DAN PICASSO

P.J. O'Rourke

ENVIRONMENTAL
FUND

DEFE!

'_IEA.UH‘EIS (o%k
T

B

56000

CENTRALIZED

MARXISTS
Monthy Review, New York Times (o check the es”)

J Pete Seege,intmatol ok dance tnes, ap
(to better understand the masses)

Borsch, pasta with tomato sauce, Chiant,cherres jubiee

<o Alexander Cockbum, Angela Davis

RELIGIOUS
RIGHT
lis Schiafly 4
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AN ALTERN

FASCISTS
\ Soldie of Fortune, Spotight

“What did you say your name
-r/' was again—Rosenfeld?

= Tom Metzger, Adolph Hitler

IIIF

ORogg

7INCOUNTRY CLUB REPUBLICANS
K@ 7own Anc County athome,

Wall Street Joumal at the
office, Reader's Digest n the
vacation home bathroom
Boston Pops, Broadway show
tunes

White bread with breest of
chicken and mayo, mashed
potatoes, Chabis, vanila
Haagan Dazs

T George Bush,

Amold Palmer

ELITISTS
‘ Barron's Abitari

Simply the best of
J/ cuating. Who ddyou

say your parents were?”

= Willam F. Buckey,

Ralph Lauren

CONSERVATIVE

PALEOCONSERVATIVES
Chronicles of Cuture,
Civil War llustrated

“Star Spangled Banner,”
Pat Boone reissues

Meat and potatoes.

Jesse Helms,
Pat Buchanan

RELIGIOUS RIGHT
The Bibl, Penthouse
(hidden in the basement)

s end absolutely
o dancing)
Unleavened bread,
grape juice

«=;: PatRobertson,

Matthew, Mark,
Luke & John

{5 Publications
I tusic

A Food
<=3 Spokespeople





